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Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a), applicants submit the 
documents cited on the attached PTO-1449 form and respectfully request that the Examiner consider 
these documents. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(3) and, therefore, neither a certification under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) nor a fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is required. Should a fee be deemed necessary 
for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement, however, the Commissioner is authorized 
to debit deposit account number 19-0733. 

Applicants respectfully request that the documents cited on the attached PTO-1449 form be 
made officially of record, and that a listing of the documents appear on the face of any patent that 
may issue from this application. 
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Cite 
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Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
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Number - Kind Code 2 {if known) 






US-5,524,331 


06-11-1996 


Pond 








US- 5,692,972 


12-02-1997 


Langslet 








US- 5,921 ,871 


07-13-1999 


Fisher 








US- 6,042,486 


03-28-2000 
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US- 6,425,831 


07-30-2002 


Heene et al. 








US- 6,431,997 


08-13-2002 


Rohrer 








US- 6,478,694 


11-12-2002 


Anderson et al. 








US- 2003/0022730 


01-30-2003 


Nelson et al. 








US- 2003/0073510 


04-17-2003 


Nelson et al. 








US- 2003/0119600 


06-26-2003 


Nelson 








US- 2003/0119601 


06-26-2003 


Nelson et al. 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
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Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 
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Country Code 3 ♦ Number 4 - Kind Code 5 {if known) 






Japan Pub. No. 2002-224253 


08-13-2002 


Anderson et al. 




Yes 






Japan Pub. No. 2001-129136 


05-15-2001 


Pijashu 




Yes 






Japan Pub. No. 2002-224253 


08-13-2002 


Nelson, et al. 




Yes 






Japan Pub. No. 2001-276286 


10-09-2001 


Kuno 




Yes 
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Cite 
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Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
nurnber(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This collection is estimated to take 120 minutes 
to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



